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Forces mark milestone in fight with ISIS
Commentary by  

Lt. Gen. Jeff Harrigan
Air forces centrAl commAnd  

commAnder

AL UDEID AIR BASE, 
Qatar — In early 2014, 
people across the globe 

were horrified by images of 
a menacing force sweeping 
across the Middle East, over-
whelming superior armies 
and brutalizing those un-
fortunate enough to fall be-
neath its black shadow of ter-
ror. Nearly a month after the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syr-
ia announced the establish-
ment of their so called ca-
liphate, America struck back, 
delivering the first airstrike 
against ISIS on Aug. 8, 2014.

In the three years since, co-
alition airmen and aircraft from 
20 nations have delivered more 

than 94,000 weapons against 
ISIS targets. Through around-
the-clock planning and opera-
tions, this lethal air armada, led 
by American Airmen, has dec-
imated ISIS’ fighting capaci-
ty with precise strikes. These 
strikes have destroyed thou-
sands of fighting positions, com-
mand and control facilities, vehi-
cle borne improvised explosive 
devices and VBIED factories, 
and helped erase tens of thou-
sands of fighters from ISIS ros-
ters, many of those foreign fight-
ers no longer pose the threat of 
returning to their home coun-
tries to carry out attacks. 

Who are the Airmen respon-
sible for producing the lethal 
force delivered daily in support 
of our courageous partner forc-
es on the ground? They’re the 
20 year-old mechanics turning 
wrenches on 60 year-old B-52 

Stratofortress bombers in 120 
degree heat to enable the de-
livery of precision munitions 
against targets in Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan to strike fear in our 
enemies and protect U.S. and 
partner ground forces.

It’s the captain serving as a 
targeting cell chief whose Air-
men closely monitor enemy pat-
terns of life with 24/7 persistent 
surveillance aircraft, developing 
and vetting targets so as to pre-
cisely remove our enemies from 
the battlefield, yet not harm the 
people we’re trying to help.

They are the aircrew I re-
mind daily to exercise disci-
plined patience in an increas-
ingly complex war zone where 

a split-second decision at 400 
knots, like shooting down a Syr-
ian aircraft or dropping a preci-
sion guided weapon in an urban 
setting, can have strategic impli-
cations.

What makes the coalition’s 
Air Force special are the men 
and women in its ranks who hail 
from communities across Amer-
ica and around the world, collab-
orating against a common threat 
and empowered to decisively 
make tough decisions. Over the 
past year, I have entrusted co-
alition airmen, from the most 
junior pilot to the most senior 
enlisted, to deliver lethal and 
precise airpower.

Growing up in the suburbs of 
Chicago more than 40 years ago, 
never did I imagine one day hav-
ing the privilege of command-
ing nearly 20,000 American and 
coalition airmen serving across 

the region, from far flung out-
posts in Afghanistan and Syria 
to well-established installations 
like Al Udeid Air Base.

I was fortunate to be raised 
in squadrons that brought up 
their junior members by quick-
ly letting out the leash. We made 
mistakes and learned fast. I 
would argue that’s a character-
istic somewhat unique to the Air 
Force; operations at the speed 
of sound require us to learn 
fast and empower our people 
so they’re confident when the 
stakes are high.

Outside the commander’s 
office at Headquarters, U.S. 
Central Command, an image 
adorns the wall of a young Air-
man who tragically died load-
ing bombs for an F-15E Strike 
Eagle mission against ISIS. I 

Recently, I had the rare priv-
ilege of seeing a friend 
and counterpart retire af-

ter 36 years of service in the 
U.S. Air Force. Chief Master 
Sgt. Kirk Stewart retired effec-
tive July 25. He left with 36 years 
of knowledge and experience.

The loss of such an irreplaceable 
trove of knowledge would certain-
ly handicap the Air Force for years 
to come if it were not for Stewart’s 
dedication to mentoring his team of 
Airmen. Although we will all miss 

working alongside this man, I doubt, 
the team he leaves behind will strug-
gle to meet the mission. The planes 
will fly and repairs will be made 
without missing a beat.

How is it that in a single event we 
can lose such an asset yet the mission 
does not falter? The answer is simple: 
succession planning and mentoring. 
Each of us, whether we are junior en-
listed Airmen, noncommissioned 

officers or even the highest grade of-
ficer are indebted to the Air Force, 
and the nation, for growing us into 
the leaders we are today.

At some point, each of us will de-
part the service, whether through re-
tirement or separation. Our knowl-
edge and experience will be gone 
and the team we each leave behind 
will have to manage without the ser-
geants, chiefs and officers who led for 
a short time. The mission and the Air 
Force will go on.

The truest measure of our success 

and effectiveness is in the leaders we 
leave behind. Readiness numbers, 
inspection results or any other stat-
ic measurement can only measure 
the past and present. Our truest mea-
sure of success is, and should be, in 
the Airmen that follow. I urge each of 
you to be like Stewart, make the lead-
ers that will follow you successful. 
You may never know the impact you 
may have on a future chief or chief 
of staff. Thank you, Stewart, for all 
you have done for Team Travis, the 
USAF and our nation.
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the tailwind is published by the dai-
ly republic, fairfield, california, a private 
firm in no way connected with the u.s. 
Air force.

While most of the editorial content of the 
tailwind is prepared by the 60th Air mobil-
ity Wing public Affairs office for its Web-
based product, the content for the tail-
wind is edited and prepared for print by 
the daily republic staff.

content of the tailwind is not necessar-
ily the official view of, nor is it endorsed 
by the u.s. Government, the department 
of defense or the department of the Air 
force.

the appearance of advertising in the  
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supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the department of defense, 
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shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron.

correspondence can be sent to the  
60th Air mobility Wing public Affairs staff, 
tailwind, 400 Brennan circle, Bldg. 51, tra-
vis AfB, cA 94535-2150, faxed to 424-5936  
or emailed to tailwind@ travis.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. friday 
for the following friday’s issue. swap ads 
must be brought to Bldg. 51 by noon mon-
day for possible print in that friday’s is-
sue. emailed or faxed swap Ads are not 
accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home 
delivery of the tailwind can call 427-6975 
today.

for information on paid advertising and 
on-base circulation, call 425-4646. corre-
spondence can be sent to: daily republic,  
1250 texas st., fairfield, cA 94533 or 
faxed to 425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://
www.travis.af.mil. read the tailwind online 
at http://tailwind.dailyrepublic.net.
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Name: 
Staff Sgt. Andres Posada.

Unit:
60th Security Forces Squadron.

Duty title:
Working dog handler.

Hometown: 
Miami, Florida.

Time in service: 
Ten years.

Family:
Spouse, Mallory; one son.

What are your goals?
To be a good father/husband for my 
family and demonstrate what a man 
of excellence should do on a daily 
basis especially when faced with 

near impossible circumstances.

What are your hobbies?
Basketball, car racing.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
I was the first of my family to earn 
an associate’s degree and I am 
pursuing my bachelor’s degree in 
sociology.

U.S. Air Force photo/ H
eide Couch

Airman 
dies in  
crash

60th Air Mobility Wing  
Public Affairs

An Airman assigned to the 60th 
Aerial Port Squadron at Travis Air 
Force Base was killed in a motor ve-
hicle accident Aug. 4 on Interstate 
680 near Benicia, California.

Airman 1st Class Patricia E. 
Roy, a cargo apprentice, died as a 
result of injuries sustained in the 
crash. Roy, originally from the Phil-
ippines, lived with her parents in 
Concord, Calif. She enlisted in the 
U.S. Air Force in August 2015 and 
arrived to Travis AFB in April 
2016.

“Team Travis lost a great Air-
man,” said Col. John Klein, 60th Air 
Mobility Wing commander. “She 
loved being in the Air Force and 
always had the best attitude. Our 
community will miss her deeply.”

Known as A1C Roy to her lead-
ers, Patricia to her family, and Pat 
to her friends, Roy had plans to be 
a nurse and earn her commission in 
the USAF.

The California Highway Patrol 
is investigating the cause of the ac-
cident.

More details will be released as 
they become available. 

For additional inquiries, please 
contact 60th Air Mobility Wing 
publicaffairs at 707-424-2011 or 
60amwpa@us.af.mil.

Symbols We Stow: Captain carries coins
2nd Lt. Jessica Ward

60Th AIr MoBIlITy WIng PuBlIc AFFAIrS

Editor’s note: This article is the third 
in an ongoing series.

u u u  
Capt. Leanne Babcock, 349th Logis-

tics Readiness Squadron operations of-
ficer, carries a few things with her when 
she travels for the Air Force; including two 
coins and a laser engraved bracelet.

One coin is from Logistics Readiness 
Officer technical school graduation, a rep-
resentation of her achievement of becom-
ing an officer after five years of being an 
enlisted Airman.

“The second coin represents the Vet-
eran Alumni Organization at San Diego 
State,” said Babcock. “I was the founding 
president and wanted to bridge that gap 
for student veterans between graduation 
and real world. We have an extremely ac-
tive veteran community for all branches of 
service.”

The bracelet stands out most, as it 
shows a name of someone who has affected 
her life: Capt. David Lyon, who was a Lo-
gistics Readiness Officer for the 21st Lo-
gistics Readiness Squadron at Peterson 
Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, Col-
orado.

“I’ll rotate the coins in a few months,” 
said Babcock, “But the bracelet will re-
main. It’s a part of my uniform now. It feels 
strange not wearing it.”

Babcock met Dave at LRO technical 
school in January 2009 where they were in 
the same flight together.

“Dave was a motivator and never quit, 
he was a true ‘lion’,” said Babcock.

They continued to work together for 
several years after attending LRO techni-
cal school. They worked for the 21st LRS, 

as well as volunteered at the US Air Force 
Academy.

Lyon was the first LRO killed in action 
during the Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom campaigns. 

When Babcock heard the news of her fall-
en friend, she immediately began work-
ing alongside other LROs and friends to 

u.S. Air Force photo/ heide couch

Capt. Leanne Babcock, 349th Logistics Readiness Squadron operations officer, displays the 
tokens she keeps near on July 27 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

See SYMBOLS Page 23

Symbols We Stow



CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

4   Tailwind augusT 11, 2017Mobility Guardian

44

621st CRW Airmen take part in exercise

Airmen test air base opening skills during Mobility Guardian
Staff Sgt. Robert Hicks

621st ContinGenCy Response WinG

MOSES LAKE, Wash. — 
The 621st Contingency Re-
sponse Wing deployed an air 
base opening team of 99 Con-
tingency Response Airmen 
here in support of Air Mobility 
Command’s premier readiness 
Exercise Mobility Guardian. 

“Mobility Guardian is the 
first of its kind,” said U.S. Air 
Force Maj. Clark Hall, 921st 
Contingency Response Squad-
ron assistant director of oper-
ations and acting contingency 
response element command-
er at Moses Lake, Washington. 
“This exercise tests our abili-
ty to rapidly deploy, open and 
operate a logistical hub in a 
combat zone. It also allows the 

contingency response forces to 
work with our coalition part-
ners, building relationships for 
future combat missions.”

The contingency response 
groups in the CRW are self-
sufficient and deploys with all 
personnel, equipment and sup-
plies to execute the mission. 
The airbase opening team 
here includes personnel from 
24 different Air Force Special-
ty Codes who provide airfield 
operations and bare base camp 
support. They bridge the gap 

between seizure and sustain-
ment forces, establishing and 
codifying airfield procedures 
and processes for continuous 
mobility operations, Hall said. 

Throughout the exercise 
821st CRG Airmen will inte-
grate with the Australians, 
Belgians and British forces, 
loading and offloading cargo, 
as well as providing base de-
fense and intelligence to sup-
port combat training in a real-
istic environment. 

“In an increasingly smaller 

world, the U.S. continues to 
work with our coalition part-
ners to not only support each 
other, but ensure that our pro-
cesses are similar and that 
we are able to work togeth-
er consistently and effective-
ly across the nation,” Hall said. 
“This exercise is no different, 
we will use this opportunity to 
help strengthen partnerships, 
discovering, learning and im-
proving together as an inte-
grated team.”

The 621st CRW recently 
showcased its air base opening 
capability with its partner na-
tions, supporting operations in 
Iraq and Syria.

“Every CR mission or exer-
cise provides lessons learned,” 
Hall said. “The past two 

Mobility 
Guardian 
moves into 
phase two

Tech. Sgt. Jodi Martinez 
375th AiR Mobility WinG

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MC-
CHORD, WASH. — The sec-
ond half of Exercise Mobility 
Guardian began Aug. 6 at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, Wash-
ington, and will focus on train-
ing aircrew on advanced tacti-
cal air operations. 

Following the successful ex-
ecution of the joint forcible en-
try, ground forces established 
control over Moses Lake, 
which enabled the transition to 
sustainment operations. 

“Mobility Guardian has 
tested our ability to prepare 
and deliver the force,” said 
U.S. Air Force Gen. Carlton D. 
Everhart II, Air Mobility Com-
mand commander. “Now it will 
test our ability to sustain the 
force and, after the mission is 
over, ensure the joint force re-
turns home.” 

The 62nd Medical Brigade 
enabled the first step in the 
sustainment phase, said U.S. 
Air Force Lt. Col. Jeremy Wag-
ner, Mobility Guardian direc-
tor. The brigade executed hu-
manitarian relief operations 
after the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion accomplished a joint forc-
ible entry and seized the air-
field at Moses Lake. From 
there, components of the 7th 
Infantry Division, Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, took over 
the airfield and established 
their power projection. 

These movements enabled 
the 621st Contingency Re-
sponse Wing to begin air base 
opening operations at Fair-
child Air Force Base, Moses 
Lake, and Yakima, Washing-
ton. 

U.s. Air Force photo/staff sgt. Robert hicks

Royal Air Force Senior aircraftsman Tom Raven provides security for a New Zealand C-130H Super Hercules during Exercise Mobility Guardian 
Aug. 5 at Moses Lake, Wash. More than 650 international service members will work alongside more than 3,000 U.S. service members during 
Mobility Guardian across Washington state from July 31 to Aug. 12.

See SkiLLS Page 25See PHASE TWo Page 25

“ … We will use this opportunity to help 
strengthen partnerships, discovering, 
learning and improving together as an 
integrated team.”

— Maj. Clark Hall, 921st Contingency Response Squadron
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We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

58 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun Ci
429-4861

Shoulder Pain?

Benicia Grill II
KARAOKE
NOW WED, 

THURS, 
FRI & SAT 

NIGHT!

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES & MORE

Monday - Friday

ANY ITEM
on Special Menu

$9.99 • 3-5pm

Wednesday  
thru Saturday

KARAOKE

6pm-Close

Happy

Hour

Mon & Tue 6am-3pm • Wed & Thurs 6am-9pm 
Fri & Sat 6am-10pm • Sun 6am-8pm

(707) 428-0555 •  2390 North Texas Street, Fairfield

Buy One Breakfast 
or Lunch Get One 

FREE 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

Dinner Special
Buy One Get One 

50% Off 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

10% 
Off

Your Total Bill
Up to $7 value. One coupon per table. 

Not good with any other offers or 
on Senior menu items. Must present 

coupon. Offer expires 9/7/17. 

50% Off entree of equal or lesser 
value. Not good with any other offers 

or on Senior menu items. Must present 
coupon. Offer expires  9/7/17. 

One coupon per table. 
Must present coupon. 
Offer expires 9/7/17. 

5-6pm

OUT OF STATE SMOG SPECIAL

$2975
Most cars. 2000 or newer. Exp. 8/15/17

+cert

53 Union Way
Vacaville

707452.3464
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 6pm

Sat. 9am - 3pm
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Klein: Travis delivers every day
Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Col. John Klein, 60th Air 
Mobility Wing commander, 
hosted his second series of 
commanders’ calls in 2017 
from Aug. 8-10 at Travis Air 
Force Base, California.

During the briefings, which 
were the first since March, 
Klein emphasized the strategic 
importance of Travis, the capa-
bilities the base provides and 
asked every Airman in atten-
dance to identify how he or she 
supports the wing’s mission to 
rapidly project American pow-
er anytime … anywhere.

“You need to understand 
how you connect to our mis-
sion,” said Klein. “You are en-
gaged globally and you’re doing 
that by deliberately developing 

Airmen, forging pride and cre-
ating a team (atmosphere).

“We are a power projection 
platform for our great nation 
and we deliver for Air Mobili-
ty Command and our nation ev-
ery day,” he said. “There are 
no bounds at Travis Air Force 
Base.”

Chief Master Sgt. Steve 
Nichols, 60th AMW command 
chief, shared how Travis Air-
men have projected power and 
supported America’s allies.

“An example of this power 
was displayed during Exercise 
Ultimate Reach, which was 
part of Talisman Saber (a bien-
nial combined Australian and 
U.S. training activity),” said 
Nichols. “One of our squad-
ron commanders was the lead 

u.s. Air force photo/louis briscese

Col. John Klein, 60th Air Mobility Wing commander, gives a briefing 
during his commander’s call Aug. 8 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.See KLEIN Page 24

Sergeant 
makes 
surprise 
return

Susan Hiland
DAily rePublic

VALLEJO, Calif. — Shhh! 
The Thomas family got a sur-
prise Aug. 6 with a very spe-
cial day at Six Flags Discovery 
Kingdom in Vallejo, California.

It took some planning but 
Tech. Sgt. Jacob Thomas, an 
assistant flight chief from Tra-
vis Air Force Base who has 
been deployed in Kuwait since 
January, flew home early to 
surprise his family at the Valle-
jo park.

After arriving at the park, 
he was whisked secretly back 
behind the Sea Lion Stadium to 
wait for his big entrance.

His wife, Kristen, and four 
children sat in the front row of 
the stadium, waiting patient-
ly to see the sea lions perform. 
Within a few minutes of start-
ing the show, their dad came 
out on stage. The children’s 
jaws dropped and Jacob Jr. be-
gan to cry.

“The hardest part was keep-
ing a secret,” Jacob Thomas 
said.

Thomas and his wife, who 
also actively serves in the Se-
curity Forces, had planned this 

Daily republic photo/Josh redsun

Tech. Sgt. Jacob Thomas, center, 
an assistant flight chief from 
Travis Air Force Base who has 
been deployed in Kuwait since 
January, surprised his family Aug. 
6 at Six Flags Discovery Kingdom 
in Vallejo, Calif., by returning early 
from his deployment.

See RETURN Page 24
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Travis C-5 enables bomber deployment
Tech. Sgt. Richard Ebensberger

36th Wing Public AffAirs

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE 
BASE, Guam — A C-5M Su-
per Galaxy assigned to Tra-
vis Air Force Base, California, 
enabled the deployment of six 
B-1B Lancers and 350 Airmen 
with the 37th Expeditionary 
Bomb Squadron, 28th Bomb 
Wing from Ellsworth Air Force 
Base, South Dakota, to Ander-
sen AFB, Guam, at the end of 
July in support of U.S. Pacific 
Command’s Continuous Bomb-
er Presence mission. 

The 37th Expeditionary 
Bomb Squadron is assuming re-
sponsibility for CBP operations 
from the 9th EBS, assigned to 
Dyess AFB, Texas, which ar-
rived in Guam in February.

“It took every Airman at An-
dersen AFB to make this de-
ployment and redeployment 
a success,” said Col. Scott 
Hurrelbrink, 36th Wing vice 
commander. “From our lo-
gisticians and support profes-
sionals that moved equipment 

and processed personnel, to 
our medical staff who provided 
care, to all our maintainers and 
operators who fixed, loaded and 
flew the jets, everyone worked 
tremendously hard to make this 
happen. It’s the Airmen of An-
dersen, whose commitment and 

abilities help assure our allies, 
deter our adversaries and keep 
us ready to ‘Fight Tonight.’”

For the duration of this cur-
rent deployment, the 37th EBS 
will operate a fully upgrad-
ed fleet of Block 16 B-1s. The 
Block 16 update includes a 

series of improvements to the 
B-1s avionics, data-link equip-
ment and other systems, all of 
which improve aircrew situa-
tional awareness, interopera-
bility with other aircraft, and 
overall mission efficiency.  

These upgrades are of 

particular value in a region as 
vast and diverse as the Indo-
Asia-Pacific, as demonstrated 
by the departing 9th EBS, who 
executed the first-ever all-Block 
16 B-1 deployment during their 
deployment to Andersen.

The 9th EBS crews relied 
heavily on this state-of-the-art 
equipment while conducting a 
series of integration and bilat-
eral training missions with the 
U.S. Navy, Japan Air Self-De-
fense Force, Republic of Korea 
Air Force and Royal Australian 
Air Force Joint Terminal At-
tack Controllers.

In July alone, the 9th 
EBS conducted missions that 
spanned from Guam to the East 
and South China Seas, Korean 
Peninsula and down to Austra-
lia. One of these missions was 
a bilateral mission with JASDF 
F-15s at night, marking the first 
time U.S. PACOM directed B-1s 
have conducted combined train-
ing with JASDF fighters at night.

In addition to this milestone, 
the squadron was also part of 

u.s. Air force photo/tech. sgt. richard P. Ebensberger

A C-5M Super Galaxy assigned to the 22nd Airlift Squadron at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., arrives July 24 at 
Andersen AFB, Guam. The C-5 transported equipment and personnel assigned to 37th Expeditionary Bomb 
Squadron, deployed from Ellsworth AFB, S.D.

See DEPLOYMENT Page 19
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DGMC celebrates completion of construction phase
Staff Sgt. Nicole Leidholm

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

The 60th Medical Group 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
marking the end of the Phase 
III Modernization Project at 
David Grant USAF Medical 
Center Aug. 4.

For the past nine years, 
DGMC has undergone three 
different phases of improve-
ments and modifications span-
ning 3,000 square feet and to-
taling more than $140 million.

Phase I of DGMC’s struc-
tural improvements and mod-
ernization program started in 
2008 marking the first-large-
scale facelift to the Air Force’s 
flagship medical center since 
it opened in 1988. Phase I was 
completed in June 2011.

Phase II started in Decem-
ber 2012, which included multi-
departmental enhancements in 

diagnostic imaging, optometry, 
allergy and immunization clin-
ic, ear, nose and throat clin-
ic and musculoskeletal clinic. 
Phase II was finished in 2014.

The $54 million Phase 
III renovations began in the 
spring of 2014 with labor and 
delivery, operating room ad-
ministrative and support ser-
vices, mental health clinic and 
education departments being 
the first areas to see extensive 
healthcare design improve-
ments.

A state-of-the-art surgery 
center added two operating 
rooms, increasing the hospi-
tal’s surgical capabilities by 25. 
Additionally, the oral surgery 
clinic, women’s health clinic, 
heart lung vascular clinic, mi-
nor procedure surgical clinics 
and intensive care unit have all 
been updated as apart of these 
modernization efforts.

“We’ve increased our sur-
gical capabilities here,” said 
Lewis Martin, Air Force Sur-
geon General, Air Force 

Medical Support Agency, 
health facilities project di-
rector. “By consolidating the 
clinics, we don’t have nurses 

running all over taking care 
of patients, we only need one 
or two.”

Martin added that these im-
provements help give DGMC 
new abilities in surgical pro-
cedures, thus enhancing pa-
tient care.

The project also received 
Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design silver cer-
tification in energy conversa-
tion such as water and energy 
usage and air quality.

“This provides us the abil-
ity to deliver on our long term 
promises,” said Col. John 
Klein, 60th Air Mobility Wing 
commander. “We make a 
promise to our veterans, their 
families and our military 
members that they’re going to 
be taken care of. This allows us 
to do that better.”

DGMC is the first thing 

u.s. Air force photo/staff sgt. nicole leidholm

Col. Michael Higgins, 60th Medical Group commander, and Mark Benne, 
United Excel project manager, center, were among the members of 
base and community leadership on hand to cut the ribbon for the grand 
opening of the newly renovated surgical center Aug. 4 at David Grant 
USAF Medical Center at Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 21
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Military Appreciation Month

APR*APR*

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT
UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT NOW THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2017

0%0%
*Up to $18,000. *0% APR for 60 months financing at $16.67 a month per $1,000 financed. To well qualified buyers on approval of credit by Honda 
Financial Services. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Must take new delivery from dealer stock by August 31, 2017.

* Honda offer applies to New previously unregistered Honda’s not Used Cars.

In appreciation of their military service, Honda is offering select U.S. Military individuals and 
their spouses $500 toward any 2016 or newer model year Honda when they finance or lease 
through Honda Financial ServicesSM (HFS). 

Honda Military Appreciation Offer is available to individuals who are:
� Active Duty U.S. Military, (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve) and 

their spouses.
� Active Duty U.S. Military Ready Reserve, (Inactive National Guard, Individual Ready Reserve, Selected Reserve) 

and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Veterans who are within 180 days of separation from active service, and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve).
� Spouses of U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Re-

serve) who are within 180 days of separation from active service.

Eligible customers must meet the following conditions at the time of purchase:
� Provide Leave and Earnings Statement (LES) as proof of military status or active service at the time of purchase 

or lease.
� Spouses of a member of the U.S. Military must provide proof of relationship by presenting a Military ID, and 

provide spouse’s LES. Only a copy of the LES will be retained by the dealership for verification.
� Receive credit approval through Honda Financial Services.
� Lease: $500 is applied toward the cap cost of vehicle. Monthly payment and total due at lease signing are calcu-

lated after $500 reduction. Purchase: $500 is applied toward the down payment.
Only one $500 Military Appreciation Certificate per vehicle. The certificate can be combined with all other Honda Financial Services programs, except Zero
Due at Signing Lease program. Offer valid through March 31, 2018 unless terminated earlier by HFS.

NOTE: During the term of the retail installment finance contract or lease with Honda Financial Services, buyer may not take their 
vehicle outside the United States without the prior written consent of Honda Financial Services. During the term of the retail 
installment finance contract or lease, buyer must notify Honda financial Services immediately of any change in the buyer’s address.

All prices plus government fees and taxes. Any dealer finance charges, dealer government fees, any finance charges, any dealer 
document processing charges, any electronic filing charge and any emission testing charge. All prices good through 8/31/17.

 888-530-2767800 ADMIRAL CALLAGHAN LANE
VALLEJO, CA 94591

EXIT REDWOOD PARKWAY www.AveryGreeneHonda.com

Avery Greene Honda would like to thank current  
and past Military personnel for their service. 

During the month of August we will be extending our appreciation 
for the service and sacrifices that our current enlisted military and 
veterans have contributed for the freedom of our country. Avery 
Greene Honda will give you an additional $500 Discount off the 
purchase of a 2016 or newer Honda during the month of August.

e to thank current 
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Travis aircrew 
moves injured 

Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman
60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Six aircrew members from 
Travis Air Force Base, Califor-
nia, flew a C-17 Globemaster III 
into Bagram Airfield, Afghan-
istan, June 18 to medevac five 
U.S. Army special operators 
who were wounded in an insid-
er attack at Camp Shaheen, in 

the northern city of Mazar-i-
Sharif.

The attack occurred when 
an Afghan commando, loyal to 
the Taliban, fired upon Soldiers 
with a rocket propelled grenade 
launcher, killing a member of 
the Afghan National Army and 
severely wounding seven U.S. 
Army Soldiers.

courtesy photo

Members of the 455th Expeditionary Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron 
provide care for U.S. Army Soldiers who were wounded in a rocket 
propelled grenade attack in a C-130J Super Hercules during a June 17 
flight to Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan.

See HELPS Page 22
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Sunrise Residences Open Daily 9-5PM 
2750 North Texas, Fairfield

Brand new studio and one bedroom units, modestly 
priced from $1,475-$1,575/mo. Gated community. 
Elevated ceilings, Java beech wood cabinets, SS 
applncs, granite counters, washers/dryers and 
more. Close to shopping and freeway access.

OPEN HOUSE

Cathy Khan
REALTOR®

(707) 386-54252295 Streblow Drive,  Napa CA • (707) 255-4333
www.playnapa.com

Senior & Act ive Mi l i tary 
Savings

Mon - Wed Anytime: $29
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Players Card Members Only: $24

Everyday after 12pm: $19
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Afternoon 
Savings

Must present coupon to receive offer. Not valid with leagues, outings or special events. Expires 8/31/17.   TW

3002 Rockville Rd., 
Fairfield

*$150 refundable  
cleaning deposit

Military & First Responder Discounts Available

STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE!

8x20 
$150 mo. 

On-site Management
Security
All Drive-up Doors 
Easy I-80 Access

(707) 249-9650Call For 
Appt.
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Secretary of State stops at Travis

U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, left, speaks with Col. John Klein, center, 60th Air Mobility Wing 
commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Steve Nichols, 60th AMW command chief, during an Aug. 3 
visit to refuel at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Tillerson stopped at Travis before heading to Manila, 
Philippines, to attend the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Summit.

Exchange expands layaway
Army & Air Force Exchange  

Service Public Affairs

The Travis AFB Exchange 
is expanding its layaway pro-
gram to include computers and 
tablets. 

Through Aug. 31, just in time 
for back-to-school season, shop-
pers can use layaway to hold 
computers, notebooks, tablets 
and iPads, items that are not typ-
ically eligible for the program.

“Starting off the school year 
with the right laptop or tab-
let can be critical to academic 
success,” said Paula Bradford, 
Travis AFB Exchange store 

manager. “The Exchange’s lay-
away program is a great choice 
to not only manage expenses for 
clothes, shoes and backpacks, 
but computers as well.”

A $3 service fee and a de-
posit of 15 percent are required 
to hold items on layaway. Items 
must be picked up by Aug. 31. 
Shoppers can visit customer 
service at the Travis AFB Ex-
change for complete details.

The Exchange is part of the 
Department of Defense and is 
directed by a Board of Direc-
tors, responsible to the Secretar-
ies of the Army and Air Force 
through the chiefs of staff. 
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28th Annual

FAIRFIELD COIN & COLLECTIBLES SHOW
Sponsored by Fairfield Coin Club

Fairfield Community Center - (Willow Room) 

$100

(Clip this ad for FREE admission)

Kids Under 12 Eat Free Every Day After 
4 PM, Limit 2 Free Kids Combos with the 
purchase of a Regular Sub Combo Meal

IT’S THE FLAVOR
MOTHER LODE

Free Chips & Drink 
with the purchase of a sub.

1640 E. Monte Vista Ave. 
Vacaville, California 95688 

707-474-9310

1411 Oliver Road. Ste. 180
Fair�eld

JUDY GRESS
REALTOR®

DRE #01321725
(707) 330-5757

�  Full Time REALTOR®
�  Local resident for over 30 years
�  Specializing in Solano County residential
�  Certi�ed Distressed Property Expert 
�  International exposure for listings
�  REALTOR® since 2000

Judy_Gress@yahoo.com
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Pioneer shares story with Travis
2nd Lt. Jessica Ward

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

By the end of her Aug. 1 dis-
cussion with several active 
duty Air Force members from 
the 60th Maintenance Squad-
ron at Travis Air Force Base, 
California, Beverly Sterling ex-
pressed that she was nervous to 
be speaking about her career in 
front of a crowd. 

However, it went unnoticed 
due to the energy and passion 
she put into telling her story as 
one of the first female officers 
in the U.S. Air Force.

“We had a unique opportu-
nity here to speak to Ms. Bev,” 
said Lt. Col. Claudio Covacci, 
60th MXS commander.

In 1951, Sterling was work-
ing in retail and heard about 

a new Air Force program that 
opened up to give women di-
rect commissions into the Air 
Force. She was one of 50 wom-
en to enroll in the program.

“It was an open enrollment 
and you applied, the basic qual-
ifications were that you had 
four years of college and some 
experience in your given field,” 
said Sterling.

While the women she com-
missioned with all had separate 
reasons for wanting to be a part 
of the military, Sterling spoke 
of the challenge of many men 
believing that women joined 
the military to meet a man.

For Sterling, her reasons 
were quite the opposite. She 
was working in Houston, Tex-
as, when she noticed that her 
male counterpart was getting 

paid more than she was.
“I’ll tell you why I went in, 

and it wasn’t to find a guy,” said 
Sterling. “I wanted equal pay, 
so I applied for this program 
because the women got the 
same pay as the men.”

Sterling said that it was not 
typical of women to graduate 
high school and enter the work-
force right away at the time.

Most women would get mar-
ried, start a family and then 
start thinking of the possibility 
of a career. In her case, she was 
one of two women in her high 
school graduating class that 
did not get married, but started 
working first instead.

“There were other people 
that didn’t want that kind of 
life, so they went out into the 
world,” said Sterling. “I just did 
it a little earlier than most.”

After receiving a letter in 
the mail telling her that she 
recieved a commission, Ster-
ling went to Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station, Illiniois, to be 
tested on her mental and physi-
cal fitness. Then she was sent to 
Lackland Air Force Base, Tex-
as, to continue training and fi-
nally to Barksdale Air Force 
Base, Louisiana, to start her job 
as a second lieutenant.

There were growing pains 

u.s. Air force photo/2nd lt. sarah Johnson

Beverly Sterling, one of the first women to join the U.S. Air Force, speaks to members of the 60th Maintenance 
Squadron during a lunch-and-learn event Aug. 1 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Sterling shared stories about 
her experiences joining the Air Force in 1951 and how she played a key role in shaping Air Force culture today.

See PIONEER Page 19Read PDFs of the TAILWIND at travis.af.mil
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NOW OPEN

Consignment Hours:
We accept women’s sizes Junior to 4XL
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 11am - 3pm

Boutique Hours: 
Tuesday - Saturday 

10am - 6:30pm

 707.422.5242

340 Travis Blvd. Suite 2 • Fairfield 
 (turn in at Solano Storage, next to Subway) 

15% Off 
On Saturdays 

with Military ID
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KC-10 AMU Airmen soar beyond expectations
Senior Airman Preston Webb

380th Air ExpEditionAry Wing  
public AffAirs

AL DHAFRA AIR BASE, 
United Arab Emirates — Al-
though the KC-10 Extender’s 
primary mission is aerial refu-
eling, it can combine the tasks 
of tanker and cargo aircraft by 
refueling fighters, while simul-
taneously carrying the fighter 
support personnel and equip-
ment on overseas deployments.

Its mission relies on much 
more than pilots and boom op-
erators, however. Executing a 
successful mission in which the 
KC-10 delivers much-needed 

gas to help defend the region 
begins with hard working Air-
men made up of a team of crew 
chiefs and specialists.

That team belongs to the 
380th Expeditionary Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron Ex-
tender Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit, working around the clock 
to keep the 908th Air Refueling 
Squadron’s fleet of Extenders 
in the air – and in the fight.

Since April, maintenance 
Airmen have overcome aus-
tere weather and working con-
ditions to enable approximately 
5,300 strikes during 1,200 sor-
ties and supported the offload 
of 96 million pounds of fuel to 
more than 8,000 aircraft.

“Weather and heat in gener-
al are our biggest challenges. 
The tarmac and all the equip-
ment gets almost superheated,” 

said 1st Lt. Scott, 380 EAMXS 
Extender AMU officer in-
charge. “We take our work-rest 
cycle very seriously, and make 
sure everyone is properly hy-
drated. The last thing we want 
is to lose someone on the job.”

The squadron has less peo-
ple and a higher operations 
tempo than a typical U.S. unit 
Scott said, but they are still re-
quired to keep the Extenders 
safe and reliable for operations.

“Simply put, fixing aircraft 
is what we do,” said Senior Air-
man Joseph, 380 EAMXS Ex-
tender AMU fuels systems 
journeyman, from McGuire 
Air Force Base, NJ. “We always 
try to leave the aircraft in a bet-
ter state than when we got it.”

Every maintainer assigned 
to the 380 EAMXS KC-10 AMU 

u.s. Air force photo/senior Airman preston Webb

Airmen with the 380th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Extender Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit push a set of air stairs into position to offload aircrew 
from a KC-10 Extender from Travis Air Force Base, Calif., Aug. 3 at Al Dhafra 
Air Base, United Arab Emirates. Since April, maintenance Airmen made it 
possible to offload 96 million pounds of fuel to more than 8,000 refuelers.

See AMU Page 13
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Sunday thru Wednesday 

Karaoke  
with Matty

Thursday 
Original  

Rock Bands

Friday & Saturday  
Dirk Lang 

Band

9:30 - 1:30 Every Evening

321 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 451-4049
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is a fully qualified journeyman 
or craftsman. They know the 
steps for each scenario and by 
using technical orders, they 
can solve problems quickly.

“Without AMXS, the (KC-
10s) wouldn’t get in the air. 
Without the KC-10, our capabil-
ities wouldn’t reach as far or be 
nearly as powerful,” Scott said. 
“We wouldn’t be able to deliv-
er the fight, or bring our people 
home nearly as effectively.”

As an oft-quoted, anony-
mous maintainer once said, 
“Maintainers were created so 
pilots can have heroes too.”

AMU
From Page 12

Follow Travis on  
INSTAGRAM 
@TravisAFB
#NoBounds

Vacaville native is first  
female enlisted RPA pilot

Tech. Sgt. Ave I. Young
502nd Air BAse Wing PuBlic AffAirs

Editor’s note: Last names 
withheld for security purposes.

u u u
JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-

NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
The Air Force’s first female 
enlisted pilot completed Under-
graduate Remotely Piloted Air-
craft Training Aug. 4 at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Randolph, 
Texas.

Tech. Sgt. Courtney, a Va-
caville, California, native, is 
part of the Enlisted Pilot Ini-
tial Class.

In its 70 years as a separate 
military service the Air Force 
has relied almost exclusive-
ly on commissioned officers to 
pilot its aircraft. In December 
2015, the Air Force announced 
it would begin including enlist-
ed Airmen in its training to pi-
lot RPAs. Twelve were selected 
and incorporated in the train-
ing program beginning Octo-
ber 2016. The first three EPIC 
students graduated from train-
ing May 5.

“Tech. Sgt. Courtney doesn’t 
do this because she’s a girl, she 

just gets up every day and puts 
her uniform on and comes to 
work and kicks butt because 
that’s what she does,” said Maj. 
Natalie, an instructor pilot 
with the 558th Flying Training 
Squadron. “That’s who she is. 
She’s not a woman pilot, she’s 
a pilot.”

The 558th FTRS is the sole 
source of undergraduate RPA 
training in the Air Force.

“It’s great to fill that role 
as the first female,” Courtney 
said. “It’s awesome and hum-
bling, but our units don’t care if 
you’re male or female, they just 
want you to be a good pilot.”

u.s. Air force photo/Tech. sgt. Ave i. Young (photo edited for security purposes)

Tech. Sgt. Courtney has her remotely piloted aircraft pilot wings 
pinned on by her sons during the 558th Flying Training Squadron’s 
Undergraduate RPA Training Course graduation Aug. 4 at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph, Texas.

Airmen train with 
US foreign allies
Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs

JOINT BASE PEARL 
H A R B O R - H I C K A M ,  
Hawaii — Two U.S. Air Force 
B-1B Bombers, under the 
command of the U.S. Pacific 
Air Forces, joined their coun-
terparts from South Korean 
and Japanese air forces in se-
quenced bilateral missions, 
Aug. 7.

This serves as the first 
mission for the crews and air-
craft recently deployed from 
Ellsworth Air Force Base, 
South Dakota, in support of 
U.S. Pacific Command’s con-
tinuous bomber presence 
missions.

After taking off from An-
dersen AFB, Guam, the B-1s 
assigned to the 37th Expedi-
tionary Bomb Squadron, flew 
into Japanese airspace, where 
they were joined by Koku Jie-
itai (Japan Air Self Defense 
Force) F-2 fighter jets. 

The B-1s then flew over the 
Korean Peninsula where they 
were joined by South Korean 
air force KF-16 fighter jets. 

The B-1s then performed a 
pass over the Pilsung Range 
before leaving South Korean 

airspace and returning to 
Guam.

Throughout the approxi-
mately 10-hour mission, the 
aircrews practiced intercept 
and formation training, en-
abling them to enhance their 
combined capabilities and 
tactical skills, while also 
strengthening the long stand-
ing military relationships in 
the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.

Ellsworth AFB B-1s were 
last deployed to Guam in Au-
gust 2016 when they took over 
CBP operations from the B-52 
Stratofortress bomber squad-
rons from Minot AFB, North 
Dakota, and Barksdale AFB, 
Louisiana.

Aircrews, maintenance 
and support personnel, will 
continue generating B-1 
bomber sorties to demon-
strate the continuing U.S. 
commitment to stability and 
security in the Indo-Asia-Pa-
cific region, providing com-
manders with a strategic pow-
er projection platform and 
fulfilling the need for anytime 
mission-ready aircraft, an im-
portant part of national de-
fense during a time of high re-
gional tension.
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 8/31/17.

25% OFF
1st MONTH

COUPON

• On Site Management

• Security Cameras

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Private Gate Codes

• Well Lit Wide Hallways

• Drive-Up Units Available

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500
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“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics & Staff

2611 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292
1411 Oliver Road , Fairfield, (707) 428-3200

www.scott-ortho.com

OrthodonticsOrthodontics
Voted Best Orthodontist

60th Air Mobility Wing  
Public Affairs

Here’s a look at two upcom-
ing construction projects that 
will affect travel on roads at Tra-
vis Air Force Base, California.

Hangar Avenue  
construction impact 

This project includes an over-
lay on Hangar Avenue and an 
overlay at the intersection of 
Hangar Avenue and Ragsdale 
Street. Patch repair work will 
also be completed on Ragsdale 
Street south of the intersection.

Phase one and two construc-
tion is scheduled from 6 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Aug. 21-31. During this 

Road projects set to start

See PROJECTS Page 19

Visit the Travis FACEBOOK  
for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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Augmentees ensure SERE program success
Staff Sgt. Nicole Leidholm

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Pilots, aircrew and other in-
dividuals deemed at high risk 
of isolation during a mission 
must undergo an initial Sur-
vival, Evasion, Resistance and 
Escape course at Fairchild Air 
Force Base, Washington.

The training includes sur-
vival, combat survival, con-
duct after capture, water 
survival and emergency para-
chute training. The course 
gives pilots and other aircrew 
members the tools needed to 
survive if they were to get cap-
tured during a mission.

Afterwards, students com-
plete attend refresher training 
every three years to stay profi-
cient in those skills.

To assist with the training 
and make it as realistic as pos-
sible, the SERE team at Tra-
vis Air Force Base, California, 
utilizes an augmentee pro-
gram.

“The augmentee program 
on other bases was first 
opened to those directly in-
volved in aircrew, intel, air-
crew flight equipment, so they 
could see how they contrib-
ute to the aircrew, such as the 
equipment AFE puts in the 
survival kits or how the air-
crew utilizes the information 
from the intel at their final 
step briefing,” said Staff Sgt. 
Emanuel Espino-Mata, 60th 
Operations Support Squadron 
SERE specialist.

The augmentee program is 
now open to all ranks and Air 
Force specialty codes and al-
lows SERE specialists to put 
on more realistic training to 
help train pilots and aircrew 
how to survive, if their aircraft 
were to ever go down behind 
enemy lines.

“SERE training prepares 
aircrews by challenging us to 
survive and evade in realis-
tic scenarios,” said Maj. Vir-
gil Steele, 60th Air Mobility 
Wing deputy inspector gener-
al and C-17 Globemaster III 

pilot. “They go beyond class-
room instruction by provid-
ing field based scenarios that 
let us apply the lessons learned 
in the classroom. Being in the 
field with the instructors helps 
reinforce proper procedures 
so we can easily recall them 
from memory should we have 
to bailout, ditch or crash land.”

The instruction given by 
the SERE specialists prepared 
pilots to survive in a hostile en-
vironment and return safely to 
fight another day, said Steele.

“It’s as real as it can get,” 
said Espino-Mata. “The more 
augmentees we have, the more 
realistic training we can put 
on. The aircrew are out on 
their own, communicating via 
radio and they are expected to 
navigate to specific points.”

Espino-Mata added that 
augmentees help ensure the 
jet skis and the all-terrain ve-
hicles are fueled before a 
training event. They also en-
sure the pontoon has been 
checked and secured on the 
trailer and all the medical and 
role-play equipment has been 
loaded into the trucks.

“Depending on your rank, 
we look at how much respon-
sibility can we give (the aug-
mentees) or how they can 
manage each other,” said Es-
pino-Mata. “Those that come 
several times, we give them a 
different level of responsibil-
ity. It doesn’t matter if you’ve 
been in 12, 13 years or six 
months, everyone can contrib-
ute in some way, shape and 
form.”

Once at the training sites, 
the augmentees help set up for 
the scenarios and play an ac-
tive role in the training such as 
tracking down the aircrew and 
acting as aggressors.

“The augmentees are a crit-
ical component of adding re-
alism to the training,” said 
Steele. “Many of them role 
play as enemy forces seeking 
to capture us while we are out 
in the field. Their participa-
tion allows trainees to apply 

evasion and concealment tech-
niques to avoid capture. It also 
raises the stakes for trainees 
and adds a level of stress to the 
scenario.”

Airman 1st Class Otari 
Mgvdliashvili, 60th Medical 
Support Squadron, said he en-
joys being an augmentee be-
cause of the vital training they 
provide to pilots and aircrew.

“It gives us a direct impact 
training aircrew to do some-
thing you hope they never 
have to use,” said Mgvdliash-
vili. “You want to make it as 
realistic and as academically 
accurate of an environment to 
give them the best learning en-
vironment as possible.”

Staff Sgt. Glen Villegas, 
60th Aerospace Medicine 
Squadron public health, said 
the biggest take away from 
the augmentee program is the 
critical thinking, communica-
tion and teamwork skills he’s 
gained.

“When you utilize those 
skills out in the field it makes 
for a much better experience 
for the aircrew and for your-
self as well and also brings 
that realism back over to 
them,” said Villegas. “You can 
translate all those skills back 
to your work center wheth-
er as a logistics person or an 
(aerial porter) or fixing planes, 
you can bring it back because 
you’ve exercised those criti-
cal thinking skills, communi-
cation, leadership and team 
work skills, and been put into 
an uncomfortable situation 
and made to be comfortable 
with it.”

Individuals interested in 
becoming augmentees receive 
all required training from 
SERE specialists.

To join the SERE Augmen-
tee Program, visit https://eim.
amc.af.mil/org/60oss/sere/de-
fault.aspx and click on the 
SERE Augmentee tab. Then, 
follow the step-by-step in-
structions on how to become 
an augmentee and how to vol-
unteer for a training event. 

u.s. Air force photos/heide couch

1) Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape instructors launch a pontoon 
boat loaded with equipment July 19 at San Pablo Bay, Calif. 2) U.S. Air Force 
Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape instructors and augmentees 
prepare for a training session in a remote area July 17 near Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif. 3) SERE students learn land navigation skills.

4) A U.S. Air Force Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape instructor 
hides a cache of water, food and 
a map for students to locate while 
learning land navigation skills July 
17 during SERE training near Travis 
Air Force Base, Calif. 5) SERE 
instructor augmentees, playing 
the role of aggressor, begin their 
mission to find the Travis aircrew 
members hiding from them in the 
woods. 6) A team of Travis aircrew 
members share the contents of 
the cache. 7) A SERE augmentee 
prepares for a training session.
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lgbtalliance707@gmail.com or call 707-424-
2486.

Mare Island Museum. Now a Blue Star 
Museum, which means active-duty military, 
reservists and their dependents are eligible for 
free admission from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. 1100 Railroad Ave. on Mare Island in 
Vallejo. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at 
Bldg. 791. All deployers are fit as necessary. 
For more information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and closed Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-
2573 or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the 
Motorcyclists Training Course, the Basic Riders 
Course 2 and the Military Sportsbike Riders 
Course on base. MTC classes take place most 
weekends. Motorcycles and helmets provided. 
Successful completion gives students a DL389 
that waives the skills test at DMV. Course cost 
covered for active duty, reserves, some DOD 
and some NAF folks. Dependents welcome, 
but must cover own costs. All registrations 
done via phone at 1-800-966-3844.

On-base child care. The Air Force 
requires on-base residents to be licensed by the 
60th Mission Support Group if they provide 
more than 10 hours of care per week in their 
homes. For more information, call 707-424-
8104 or 707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition in photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, 
does not apply to medical establishments, 
applying for government-issued, no-fee 
passport and other U.S. government agencies 
in the performance of official government 
business. This requirement does not apply to 
minors ages 16 years or younger. However, it 
applies to sponsors. For more information, call 
707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each 

month at the Delta Breeze Club. For more 
information, call Mark Raymond at 707-416-
5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their dependents. It is 
the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve.  
If you would like to apply for a volunteer slot 
and have three hours or more to give, call 
707-424-3905.

SGLI and vRED. The Record of 
Emergency Data, aka vRED, and Servicemem-
bers Group Life Insurance form are two of the 
most-critical documents a service member is 
responsible for maintaining throughout a 
military career. Commanders, Casualty 
Assistance personnel and Mortuary Affairs 
personnel rely heavily on these two documents 
as a vital source of information when a crisis 
occurs resulting in serious injury or death of the 
service member.

60th Air Mobility Wing Information 
Protection Office. The office has the 
following walk-in customer service window 
hours: 8 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday as well as window hours 
from 8 to 11 a.m. Friday. For emergencies, call 
707-424-3114.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Toastmasters. The Travis Toastmasters 
meets at noon on the first and third Tuesday of 
the month in the USO Lounge. Toastmasters is 
an organization that helps people practice 
communication, as well as build on skills they 
already have. All are welcome to attend. For 
more information, call Nicole Culberhouse at 
478-273-1760.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as 
well as adults ages 18 or older who train and 
serve as the volunteer component of the total 
force. UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 
241-B -2. Open to all students with a 2.0 or 
higher grade-point average. For more 
information, contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 

707-424-3996 or recruiting@squadron22-cap.
us, visit during a UTA or check out http://
squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Heritage Center. The facility is 
looking to add to its historical collection. It is 
missing the past 15 years of conflict in which 
Travis was involved. Do you have something 
special to donate for generations to appreciate? 
The center also seeks volunteers. The gift shop 
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For more information, call Rick Shea 
at 707-424-5598 or email richard.shea@us.af.
mil.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney 
and notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 
walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills 
and retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 
to make an appointment.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. 
The following Travis employees are approved as 
leave recipients through the Voluntary Leave 
Transfer Program:

• Cheryl Brown, 60th Air Mobility Wing.
• Timothy Miller, 60th Medical Support 

Squadron.
The VLTP allows an employee who has a 

medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 1 p.m. third Saturday of the 
month at Nut Tree Airport. For more 
information, call James Harris at 707-631-
6361.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch 
at the Travis AFB USO building 1348. Served 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For 
active duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

Benicia Peddler’s Fair. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Aug. 12, First Street from J Street to the 
waterfront. Free admission. www.beniciaped-
dlersfair.org.

Downtown Art Walk. 5 to 10 p.m. 
second Friday of each month, downtown 
Vallejo. www.vallejoartwalk.com.

Fairfield Farmers Market. 3 p.m. Thurs-
days, through Oct. 5, Jefferson and Texas 
streets. www.fairfieldmainstreet.com.

Family & Food Truck Fair. 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. second Saturday of each month, May 
through October, Jefferson and Texas streets, 
Fairfield. www.fairfieldmainstreet.com.

First Wednesdays at the Suisun City 
Train Depot Plaza. Food, wine and music, 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. first Wednesday of each 
month, through October, 177 Main St. www.
suisunwaterfront.com.

Food Truck Mania. 4 to 8 p.m. second 
Sunday of each month, through September, 
Andrews Park, Monte Vista Avenue and School 
Street, Vacaville. www.creekwalkevents.com.

60th FSS
Events and information

Train Like a Pro Basketball Clinic and 
3-on-3 tournament. Former NBA pro Alando 
Tucker is coming Aug. 12-13 to the Fitness Center. 
The clinic is for kids ages 9-15 years old. Free. 
Registration is available at arcitecbasketball.com. 
On Aug. 13, Tucker challenges all men, ages 18 
and over, to participate in a cash prize 3-on-3 
Basketball Tournament. Individuals are $20 per 
person and teams of three are $60. Registration is 
available now through Aug. 13 at the Fitness 
Center. The tournament starts at 10 a.m. For more 
information, call 707-424-2008.

No-Tap Challenge Series. On Aug. 12, visit 
Travis Bowl for a chance to strike. Starting at 6 
p.m., participants can enter to win cash. Takes 
place every second Saturday of the month. For 
more information, call 707-437-4737.

Outdoor Recreation hours. Due to system 
maintenance, Outdoor Recreation will have limited 
operational hours Aug. 21-26 and will be closed 
Aug. 27-28. For more information, call 707-424-
0969.

Wing Wednesdays. Wings are 75 cents 
each. Club members receive one free soda. For 
more information, call 707-437-3227.

Aero club. For $49.99, new members can 
enjoy three months of free membership dues and 
discovery flights over the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Offer only lasts until Aug 31. For more information, 
call 707-374-0081.

Coaches needed for Youth Sports. 
Volunteer coaches are in high demand for Youth 
Sports. The program is offering free sports 
registration for volunteer dependents. To volunteer, 
call 707-424-5392.

Back to School Pool Party. On Aug. 19, at 
the Travis Aquatic Center. The fun starts at noon 
and ends at 5 p.m. Free. To register, call Outdoor 
Recreation at 707-424-0969.

Work-from-Home Opportunity. Family 
Child Care offers free Child Care Provider Classes 
all year long. Currently, infant care is in high 
demand. If you’re looking to work from home, 
make your own schedule and begin a lucrative 
career that enriches the life of Travis youth, head to 
FCC today! For more information, call 707-424-
4596.

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit http://www.

travisfss.com.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon 
appointment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration Required. 6 to 7 p.m., offered 
quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.

• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. first 

Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to 

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 

RE Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday 
and Friday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, except for federal 
holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., Fairfield. 

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other enquires, call LDS Military 

relations representatives at 707-535-6979
Protestant

First Street Chapel
• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 

10:30 a.m. Sunday.
• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Ministry is provided for 

6-month-olds through fifth grade.
• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 

first Saturday of every month.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel: 9:30 to 11 
a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Sunday.
Airmen’s Ministry Center

• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at Bldg 1348. Home-cooked meal at 
6 p.m. Tuesday’s followed at 7 p.m. by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel programs, 

call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief 
or request information on joining AFOSI, report to 
Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspondence 
to AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, Travis 
AFB, 94535. For more information, call 
707-424-3115 or DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Sergeants Association “Walter 
E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General membership 
meetings are at 3 p.m. on the second Friday of 
every month at Wingman’s in the Delta Breeze 
Club. For more information, contact Senior Master 
Sgt. Angell Nichols or Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden 
de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday and 
4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. For 

more information, call 707-424-8740 or visit the 
Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month in the diabetic education 
classroom on the first floor in Internal Medicine at 
David Grant USAF Medical Center. For more 
information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile phone 
users must dial 707-424-4911 if they have an 
emergency on base. Those using government or 
home phones can call 911. For more information, 
call the Travis Air Force Base Fire Prevention Office 
at 707-424-3683.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a live, 
trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Fairfield/Vacaville Train Station Project. 
Located at Peabody Road and Vanden Road in 
Fairfield with a six-lane overpass. Construction is 
scheduled for completion in October. For more 
information, visit http://bit.ly/1yNIBwV.

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. The 
Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for infants 8 
weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. Thursdays 
at the First Street Chapel Annex. For more 
information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress Peer 
Support Group. Meets from noon to 1 p.m. the 
first Tuesday of every month at the Balfour Beatty 
Community Center and from 1-2 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month at The Peak. For more 
information, contact Amber Quirate and Jessica 
Soto at 501-231-7756 or email travsopcom-
batptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government no-fee 
passports must now include: 1) A photocopy of 
Military Identification Card front and back; 2) 
Passport photo taken in the past six months; 3) 
Supporting document(s), proof of U.S. citizenship 
certified copy with state or county seal, if it 
involved a name change submit a court order or 
marriage certificate. Passport application cannot 
be handwritten and printed back to back and must 
be completed online with 2D barcode at website 
https://pptform.state.gov and/or https://travel.
state.gov. For more information, call 707-424-
5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit a 
Hometown News Release, visit the new paperless 
website at https://jhns.release.dma.mil/public 
and fill out the information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first Wednesday 
of every month at the Airman and Family 
Readiness Center. For more information, email 
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Airmen complete FtAC

U.S. Air Force photo

Congratulations to the latest Airmen to complete the First-Term Airman Center 
course. Alphabetically: Airman 1st Class Christopher Baker, 60th Civil Engineer 
Squadron; Airman Max Berndt, 60th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron; Airman 1st 
Class Lucas Bryant, 60th Maintenance Squadron; Airman 1st Class Jose Cancel, 
60th Medical Support Squadron; Airman Trevor Cargill, 60th MXS; Airman 
Whitney Carter, 60th Logistics Readiness Squadron; Airman 1st Class Maliek 
Cassaberry-Folks, 60th Operations Support Squadron; Airman 1st Class Robert 
Chavez, 60th Inpatient Squadron; Airman 1st Class Kristyn Fernando, 60th MXS; 
Airman 1st Class Kainoa Gameng, 860th AMXS; Airman Basic Danielle Haro, 
60th IPTS; Airman Jordon Harris, 60th AMXS; Airman 1st Class Ayreial Lasalle, 
60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Changsu Lee, 60th CES; Airman 1st Class Darinne 
Mendonsa, 60th MXS; Airman Drew Moore, 60th Surgical Operations Squadron; 
Airman Melanie Moore, 60th Force Support Squadron; Airman 1st Class Jessica 
Pettaway, 60th FSS; Airman 1st Class Kelvin Powell, 60th Aerospace Medicine 
Squadron; Airman Marlen Ramos, 60th Diagnostics and Therapeutics Squadron; 
Airman Tre Reed, 60th MXS; Airman 1st Class Kevin Reyes Castillo, 60th MXS; 
Airman 1st Class Michael Rodriguez, 60th OSS; Airman 1st Class Benjamin Royer, 
21st Airlift Squadron; Airman 1st Class Tyran Watkins, 60 IPTS; Airman 1st Class 
Garrett Whitman, 60th Medical Operations Squadron; Airman 1st Class David 
Whitter, 60th Aerial Port Squadron; Airman 1st Class Mariah Williams, 60th MDTS; 
Airman 1st Class Morgan Yaun, 60th IPTS; and Airman Alex Yelle, 60th LRS.

“News Notes” briefs must be submitted to 60AmwPA@us.Af.mil seveN dAys before the eveNt dAte. CAll the 60th Air mobility wiNg PubliC AffAirs offiCe iNterNAl iNfo seCtioN At 424-2011 for more iNformAtioN.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Spider-Man:    
 Homecoming” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “The Big Sick” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “War for the Planet    
 of the Apes” (PG-13)
• 9:30 p.m. “The Beguiled” (R)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “Depiscable Me 3” (PG)

Retiree Corner
Concert honors Portraits  
in Courage Airmen

wAshiNgtoN — the 
national anthem, followed 
by an A-10 and f-16 fly-
over and the u.s. Air force 
honor guard drill team, 
kicked off the Air force’s 
final heritage to horizons 
summer concert at the Air 
force memorial Aug. 4. 

the theme for the spe-
cial event was “Portraits in 
Courage.”

the program highlights 
Airmen who have demon-
strated courage in com-
bat, in their community 
and while overcoming ad-
versity.

in the 10 years since its 
inception, more than 167 
Airmen have been honored 
through Portraits in Cour-
age. the 2017 program hon-
ors 21 stories showcasing 49 
courageous military and ci-
vilian Airmen.  

this year’s portraits in-
cluded combat controllers 
who directly engaged the 
enemy in Afghanistan and 
iraq, pilots who were on the 
frontline in defeating the 
islamic state of iraq and 
syria and several Airmen 
who overcame tremendous 
adversity to return to ser-
vice and heroically saved 
lives of people in their com-
munity. 

— Air Force News Service
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No. 346 Medium
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Easy

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com
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9 1 5 7 6 4 3 8 2
3 2 7 8 1 5 9 6 4
6 4 8 3 2 9 7 5 1
1 3 6 2 5 7 8 4 9
8 5 4 6 9 1 2 3 7
7 9 2 4 3 8 6 1 5
4 6 9 5 7 3 1 2 8
2 8 1 9 4 6 5 7 3
5 7 3 1 8 2 4 9 6

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 346 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough

puzzles
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timeframe, no through traf-
fic will be permitted to include 
people driving to David Grant 
USAF Medical Center. Facilities 
located within the construction 
zone will have full access how-
ever, access will be controlled 
by a flagman. 

A detour for through traffic 
will be available via Hickam Av-
enue. 

Phase three and four con-
struction will be completed on 
weekends through September 3 
beginning Aug. 19. Work will be-
gin each day at 5 a.m. and end at 
midnight.

Emergency response vehi-
cles will have access at all times.

Collins Access Road 
construction impact

Project includes an asphalt 
overlay only on Collins Drive.

Work is scheduled for week-
days from September 4 – 22 
from 6:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Work will be completed in 
three phases and access will 
be granted to all facilities at all 
times.

Emergency response vehi-
cles will have access at all times.
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425-9833

A South of the Border 
Experience in Mexican Cuisine

Dinner Specialties:
Fajitas • Jalapeño Chicken  

Carnitas• Chile Verde • Carne Asada
Mariscos • Sopes • Mexican Soups • Salads

And Much More!

Full Cantina Available
Happy Hour

Monday – Friday 3pm to 7pm
Saturday & Sunday All Day

Banquet Room Available

1025 Oliver Rd • Fairfield

 

In addition to this milestone, 
the squadron was also part of 
a collective military response 
to a series of increasingly es-
calatory actions by North Ko-
rea, including a launch of an in-
tercontinental ballistic missile 
when two B-1s launched from 
Andersen AFB and conducted 
a 10-hour sequenced bilateral 
mission with South Korean and 
Japanese fighter jets.

Much of the success of these 
missions can be credited to the 
maintenance personnel that 
worked round the clock to keep 
the B-1s mission ready. While 
here, Airmen from the 7th Ex-
peditionary Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron and the 36th 
Maintenance Group direct-
ly contributed to the B-1’s ac-
complishing 100 percent of all 
U.S. Pacific Command’s direct-
ed missions.

“The accomplishment of 
these missions is a direct re-
flection of our maintainer’s 
dedication and determina-
tion in ensuring their B-1s are 
ready to employ combat air-
power at any given time,” said 
Col. Mark Sotallaro, 36th MXG 
commander. “Each maintainer 
brings with them a unique ex-
pertise acquired through years 
of training and experience 
gained from deployments, such 
as this, which keeps us mental-
ly agile and mission focused.”

The 9th EBS B-1 crews 
were not alone in the sky; they 
relied on the dedicated support 
of KC-135 Stratotanker crews 
from the 506th Expeditionary 
Air Refueling Squadron to en-
sure they had the fuel need-
ed to reach their mission ob-
jectives.

Ellsworth B-1s were last 
deployed here in August 2016 
when they took over CBP oper-
ations from the B-52 Stratofor-
tress bomber squadrons from 
Minot AFB, North Dakota, and 
Barksdale AFB, Louisiana.

Pacific Air Forces is tasked 
with providing combat ready, 
airpower capabilities in sup-
port of any contingency re-
sponse that may arise in this 
dynamic region. As Dyess’ Air-
men depart Guam, it now falls 
upon Ellsworth’s B-1s, working 
side-by-side with their tank-
er counterparts and all of team 
Andersen, to be ready if called.

Deployment
From Page 6

as the Air Force added fe-
male officers to the service. 
The women had to walk a 
mile to work from their bar-
racks, worked in buildings 
that were separated from 
men and often did not have 
facilities to use when they 
traveled to other Air Force 
bases that did not have wom-
en. So it was difficult to have 
any career aspirations, said 
Sterling.

“I would do my work as 
best as I could and survive. 
I think my energy was fo-
cused more on just getting 
through it. It wasn’t easy,” 

said Sterling.
After being in the Air 

Force for almost two years, 
she received orders to go to 
Wisconsin but ended up get-
ting married and separating 
instead.

“I did survive, and I got 
old after that. Therefore, I’m 
happy,” said Sterling.

Though her time in the 
Air Force was short, she is 
very proud of being able to 
serve and stressed the im-
portance of the military con-
tinuing to innovate and grow 
around its people.

“We should open our 
minds and take advantage 
of all the educational oppor-
tunities and verbal interac-
tion,” said Sterling.

Pioneer
From Page 10

Projects
From Page 14
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST LATTER DAY SAINTS

LUTHERAN

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL
Worship  

With Us…
St. Paul 

Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

CATHOLIC

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

HOLY FAMILY
OLD CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
(Old Catholic Diocese of Napa)

Meeting at: 1600 Union 
Ave.Fairfield, CA 94533

Mass and Worship every Saturday at 5:00pm
• Fr. Robert T. Fuentes, Pastor
• Deacon Louis Souza-Fuentes, Associate Pastor

CHURCH:
House of God, House of All

COME! Whether you are a Christian or not. 
Whether you are married or divorced. Whether 
you are gay or straight. Whether you are from 

this community or passing though.  Whether you 
are filled with joy or with sadness.

ENTER with all confidence for this is your house 
as well as the House of God.

Open Communion - No one is turned away 
from the Altar

For more information call
the Church Office at 425-1748
www.holyfamilyfairfield.org

www.toccusa.org
The Old Catholic Church. Province of the United States Ancient 

Faith, Welcoming and Inclusive Church, Serving the Modern World

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1 Church in 2 Locations
A multi-ethnic ministry

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Senior Pastor

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teaching, 12 p.m.

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
ORDINANCES

Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 12:00 p.m.

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Night Teaching 7:00 p.m.

AWANA Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 11:45 a.m.
Youth & Collegiate Church 11:45 a.m.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
Nursery provided at 11:45 a.m.

ORDINANCES
Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome.
Please call the Church Office for 

 bookstore & library hours.
(707) 425-1849

Website: www.mcbcfs.org

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

For More 
Information

 On Our 
Worship

Directory,
Contact

Daily Republic
Classifieds

at 
(707) 427-6973

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:15am with Bible 
Studies and Sunday School for all ages 
at 10:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

First Baptist Church  
of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

Senior Pastor Wyatt Duncan
Sunday Services: 8am and 11am

Nursery available during  
the 11am service

Sunday School for all ages  
at 9:30am

Awana on Wednesdays at 6pm
1127 Davis Street, Vacaville

707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Cooperates with The Southern  
Baptist Convention

Sunday Schedule:
Worship Service .............................................8:00 am
Bible Study ........................................................9:00 am
Worship Service .......................................... 10:30 am
Evening Prayer & Praise ............................ 6:00 pm
Wednesday Schedule:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May), Youth ..................... 6:00 pm
Adult Choir ...................................................... 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study ........................................ 10:00 am 
......................................1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm

Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor
707-448-5430

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
(Located 2 blocks west of Vaca High)

www.tbcvacaville.com
A home for Military families since 1960

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services 
Sunday 0900 and 1100

Base Sacrament Services 

DGMC Chapel 
(1st Floor North entrance) 

Sunday 1600-1630

Inquiries: Call LDS  
Military Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

We are a Bible-centered Church which 
strives to exalt our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through the proclamation of God’s 
word, the preparation of the saints,  

and the propagation of missions.
Senior Pastor Rich Manrique

Sunday Services:
10:00 am Worship

Tuesday:
6:30-8:30 pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Ladies Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Jr./Sr. High Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:00-8:30 pm Adult Home  Bible Study

Thursday:
6:00-8:00 pm Homeless  ministry in
 conjunction with Mission
 Solano Rescue Mission

12:00 Adult Bible Study 
 w/Pastor Rich

ROCKVILLE 
BIBLE

720 Link Road, Fairfield, CA 94534
707-864-6602

Churchoffice@RockvilleBible.org

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Garrett Sander

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Ages 2 - 5

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

CUMC SCHOOL
Providing Excellence 
Since 1984

707-425-9310

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
   Traditional with Choir 9:00 a.m. 
   Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children at both services
Youth Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.
Nursery care is available during both Worship Services

Rev. Dr. Larry Vilardo
Pastor Joanne Martindale, Youth & Family Pastor

Youth Group meets every Wed. at 6:30pm

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated 
Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information, please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

For More  
Information  

On Our  
Worship Directory,  

Contact  
Daily Republic  

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6973

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CeCelelllll bbbbebrebr titititiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhhhohonornoriiiiinging ouou ddddr dr diiiiiveiversirsisitt

Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

people see when they drive 
down Air Base Parkway to 
Travis Air Force Base, said 
Col. Michael Higgins, 60th 
Medical Group commander.

“It is the first look at this 
power projection platform that 
we have here,” said Higgins.

The upgrades to the hospital 
happened while still providing 
care to patients.

“The building itself, the 

infrastructure we have here, 
is in itself an organism,” said 
Higgins. “It has vital organs 
associated with it, and it’s very 
complicated and constantly 
changing, and it takes an enor-
mous amount of professional-
ism, science and teamwork to 
make that happen. All while 
the staff has been changing 
and the engine’s been running 
and we’ve never stopped seeing 
patients.”

Phase IV is planned for the 
future to modernize the inpa-
tient rooms, the joint radiology 

and oncology clinics, oth-
er clinic space throughout the 
medical center, as well as the 
satellite pharmacy at the base 
exchange.

“We heal heroes, we protect 
heroes and we train heroes,” 
said Higgins. “This helps us 
sharpen our tools so when we 
go down range, it’s a bad day 
for the enemy and if it happens 
to be a bad day for us, we’re 
bringing the Soldiers, Sailors 
and Airmen home alive to see 
their parents, because that’s 
what we’re here for.”

Construction
From Page 7

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase



CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

22   Tailwind augusT 11, 2017

22

Mon.-Fri., 7:30AM-5:30PM
Sat., 7:30AM-4:00PM

1245 Illinois St., Fairfield, CA

Present This Ad for  10% Discount off any Repair or Service!

We service all makes and models of RV motorhome, 5th Wheel and Trailer Chassis, 
brakes, lights, engine, HVAC, transmission, steering, axles, bearings, suspension, tires 
etc. We also repair and service all trucks from a pick up truck to a Class 8 Big Rig.

Our team of Technician’s have over 150 years combined repair and diagnostic 
experience. We treat your vehicle like it is ours. There is no job too big or small, we 
invite them all. 

Give us a call to schedule an appointment or just stop by we always have coffee  
brewed and popcorn popped. We look forward to meeting you and providing you  
with excellent customer service.

P Thi Ad f 10% Di

(707) 427-1386

According to witness ac-
counts of the attack, one of the 
Soldiers charged the attack-
er while firing his pistol, kill-
ing him and ending the assault. 
From there, the Soldiers re-
ceived urgent medical care at 
a German military hospital, 
Craig Joint Theater Hospital at 
Bagram and later, the U.S. mil-
itary Landstuhl Regional Med-
ical Center in Germany for a 
variety of injuries including a 
collapsed lung, as well as blast 
and shrapnel injuries.

Capt. Michael Schwartz, 
21st Airlift Squadron C-17 pi-
lot and the aircraft command-
er on the mission that flew 
the Soldiers from Bagram to 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 
said everyone on the aircrew 
stepped up in every way possi-
ble to support the Soldiers.

“We made a checklist of ev-
erything that had to be accom-
plished to execute the mission 
safely and effectively,” he said. 
“We had to get new diplomat-
ic clearances, updated tactical 
publications, a new intelligence 
brief, plan sleep cycles and re-
trieve enough food for our crew 
who were going to fly an extra 
10-hour duty day.”

“The loadmasters helped the 
AE (aeromedical evacuation) 
team wherever they could; the 
crew chief serviced the engine 

and fueled the jet and the pilots 
prepared for departure, so we 
were ready the moment the pa-
tients were loaded and settled,” 
he said.

The mission, while challeng-
ing, was the greatest of his ca-
reer, Schwartz added.

“It was an honor to lead a 
team of consummate profes-
sional aviators and medics to 
rescue special operators who, 
if the tables had been turned, 
would’ve been there to rescue 
us,” he said. “I was proud and 
grateful we were in the best po-
sition, being that we were al-
ready airborne, to execute the 
AE mission.

“The support we had from 
the Tanker Airlift Control Cen-
ter and en-route facilities was 
second to none and everyone 
up and down the chain of com-
mand ensured we had premier 
support to expedite the five in-
jured Soldiers to a higher ech-
elon of care in Germany less 
than 24 hours after the attack,” 
said Schwartz.

The Travis C-17 was on a 
mission to deliver two UH-60M 
helicopters and about 70,000 
pounds of cargo to undisclosed 
base in Southwest Asia in sup-
port of Operation Inherent Re-
solve when it received a call 
from TACC approximately 
two hours before arriving. The 
crew was instructed to quickly 
download their cargo and fly to 
Bagram as quickly as possible 
to evacuate the Soldiers. 

“We were able to help peo-
ple who gave all they had to the 
fight,” said Staff Sgt. John Led-
ford, 60th Operations Support 
Squadron C-17 wing training 
manager, and one of two load-
masters who configured the 
aircraft into an airborne am-
bulance.

“As loadmasters we deliv-
er people and goods and we of-
ten don’t see the impact of those 
actions,” he said. “I was proud 
to be a part of that mission. To 
be called upon at the very last 
minute to get those Soldiers the 
help they needed.”

Before making it to the C-17, 
the Soldiers received care at 
Camp Shaheen from German 
doctors. Later, AE and Criti-
cal Care Air Transport Teams 
from the 455th Expedition-
ary Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron flew them to Ba-
gram in a C-130J Super Her-
cules providing additional care 
throughout the trip.

Maj. (Dr.) Drew Shiner, 
455th EAES physician, was one 
of the doctors who cared for the 
Soldiers.

“Everything happened very 
quickly,” he said. “We received 
an initial report that there were 
Americans wounded at Ma-
zar-i-Sharif, and our Aeromed-
ical Evacuation Operations 
Team immediately got to work 
on configuring a C-130 for the 
mission. Right before the ramp 
went up I was handed a piece of 
paper that told me the number 

of patients to expect and a cur-
sory overview of their injuries.  
My team and I spent the trip up 
there running through scenar-
ios in our heads and came up 
with our plan of action.” 

Upon landing, the CCATT 
teams loaded their equipment 
and litters in a van then sped 
off to the hospital. 

“I can’t thank our German 
partners enough for the excel-
lent job they did stabilizing our 
Soldiers and providing critical 
care interventions until we ar-
rived,” said Shiner.  

However, receiving the Sol-
diers from a foreign facility 
presented some challenges.

“Since they used syringe 
pumps for intravenous medica-
tions, all of the infusions they 
were giving were incompati-
ble with our equipment,” said 
Shiner.  “Luckily, my CCATT 
nurse, Capt. Kara Granroth, 
(455th EAES) had extensive 
experience flying CCATT mis-
sions in the Pacific theater and 
was used to having to mix up 
new drips on the fly. She effi-
ciently transitioned the patient 
to our pumps and we contin-
ued to prepare the Soldiers for 
the flight.” 

After overcoming numerous 
other challenges, including in-
compatible oxygen bottles, the 
Soldiers were loaded into an 
MRAP ambulance and trans-
ported to the C-130.

Along the way one Soldier 
began to retain too much car-
bon dioxide, which is a serious 
concern for anyone suffering 
from a traumatic brain injury, 
said Shiner. The crew worked 
to optimize the Soldier’s oxy-
gen intake by using a ventila-
tor while providing care for the 
others over the course of the 
short flight.

Upon arriving at Bagram, 
the wounded warriors under-
went trauma care for 12 hours 
at Craig Joint Theater Hos-
pital. Maj. (Dr.) Eric Ball, 
455th EAES CCATT physician, 
helped care for the Soldiers at 
CJTH. He also flew on the AE/
CCATT mission that transport-
ed them to Germany.

“One Soldier, I’ll call him 
Patient 1, had a severe TBI with 
an intracranial metal frag-
ment,” he said. “He required 
multiple medications to reduce 
his brain pressure and control 
sedation. After a CT scan, we 
discovered multiple areas of 
bleeding in his brain. Later that 

night he (underwent) a craniot-
omy (a procedure that removes 
part of the skull to release pres-
sure). He also lost a lot of blood 
which required transfusions.”

“Another Soldier, Patient 2, 
received treatment for a severe 
brain injury, as well as a col-
lapsed lung and hemothorax (a 
collection of blood in the space 
between the chest wall and the 
lung),” said Ball. “He received 
chest tube care overnight and 
was placed on a ventilator. Pa-
tient 3 suffered a blast injury to 
his face which broke a bone in 
his right cheek and injured his 
right eye. Patients 4 and 5 were 
treated for shrapnel wounds, 
while patients 6 and 7 were 
treated for mild concussions.”

After receiving care through 
the night of June 17, the Sol-
diers were prepped to fly on 
the C-17 to Ramstein AB. The 
Travis aircrew and the CJTH 
En Route Patient Staging Sys-
tem crew assisted the 455th 
EAES AE/CCATT team with 
the loading of each patient and 
more than 600 pounds of medi-
cal equipment into the aircraft. 
ERPSS personnel are respon-
sible for all patient movement 
from the hospital to the aircraft 
and also provide patient load-
ing assistance.  

During the flight, CCATT 
and AE members continued to 
care for the Soldiers.

“One patient required con-
stant attention due to brain 
swelling,” said Ball. “He re-
quired multiple medications as 
well as transfusions of blood 
in flight due to so much blood 
loss.”

This also required Schwartz 
to fly the C-17 no higher than 
32,000 feet to prevent increas-
es to any of the patients’ brain 
pressure.  

Ball said he’s proud of ev-
eryone who supported the AE/
CCATT mission.

“We are able to take Sol-
diers wounded in a remote 
area of Afghanistan and trans-
port them from point of inju-
ry, to a forward operating base, 
to a Role 3 (hospital) (and fi-
nally) to Germany in less than 
24 hours,” he said. “Along the 
way they receive ICU level 
care and multiple damage con-
trol surgeries without a drop in 
the level of care. They can be 
back to the United States with-
in 48 hours.  Never in our histo-
ry have we been able to provide 
this level of definitive care.”

Helps
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contact the right people to get Ly-
on’s wife home from deployment.

“The announcement hadn’t 
been made public yet so we were 
working off little information,” 
said Babcock. “LROs are net-
worked and move quickly to pro-
vide support.”

Now, Babcock believes it is 
important to keep the memory of 
her fallen friend vivid.

“When someone asks me who 
the person on the bracelet was, it 
is an opportunity to share a story 
about a friend and a fellow Air-
man,” she said.

Babcock uses the memo-
ries that come with the brace-
let and coins to motivate her 
to do more outside of her Air 
Force career. She is in the na-
tion’s top 25 female veterans for 
Ms. Veteran America and advo-
cates for homeless female veter-
ans, a growing issue in the Unit-
ed States that she is working hard 
toward fixing.

“What she’s trying to do is 
raise awareness for the problem 
with those that deal with them 
regularly, but may not even know 
about it,” said Tech. Sgt. Ryan 

Padgett, 821st Contingency Re-
sponse Squadron ramp coordi-
nator.

Her goal is to make connec-
tions with first responders in the 
area and educate them on how to 
bridge the gap between homeless 
female veterans and the resourc-
es they can use for help.

Symbols
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U.S. Air Force photos/Heide Couch

1) Capt. Leanne Babcock, 349th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron 

operations officer, displays tokens 
she keeps near on July 27 at Travis 

Air Force Base, Calif. 2) Babcock 
poses for a photo July 27 at Travis.

1

2

Visit the Travis FACEBOOK  
for up-to-date information.  

Visit facebook.com/ 
TravisAirForceBase
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for the tanker mission pack-
age. We ensured the successful 
air drop of more than 300 U.S., 
Australian and Canadian para-
troopers into Australia. We 
also ensured 700,000 pounds of 
fuel was offloaded supporting 
coalition aircraft.”

“The message that sends to 
our allies is we can be wher-
ever we want to be in 24 hours 
and we can bring whatever we 
need with us,” said Nichols. 
“The message to our adversar-
ies is, you better think twice 
before you mess with us.”

Travis has also played a 
significant role in Mobility 
Guardian, AMC’s largest ex-
ercise in its history featur-
ing more than 3,000 service 
members from 25 nations, said 
Klein.

“This exercise allows us to 
train with our sister services 
and 25 international partners,” 
said Klein. “Ultimately, the ex-
ercise is about communicating 
that we put the reach in global 

reach. We have one KC-10 and 
one C-17 crew there and much 
of the heavy lifting in support 
of the exercise happened here 
at Travis.”

“We originally had two 
C-5s and three C-17s that were 
scheduled to transport about 
240 Airmen from the 60th 
AMW and 821st Contingency 
Response Group to Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Washington 
(where MG is taking place),” 
said Klein. “About the time we 
were making that major move-
ment, we got word the C-5 fleet 
was grounded due to an issue 
with the (nose landing gear 
ball screw drive assembly).”

However, thanks to the hard 
work of the Airmen in the 60th 
Operations Group and 60th 
Maintenance Group, the cargo 
and personnel that were origi-
nally supposed to fly to JBLM 
in C-5 aircraft were trans-
ferred to C-17 Globemaster 
IIIs overnight, the colonel said. 
This ensured the flights left 
Travis and arrived at JBLM 
on time.

“We’re also working to re-
place the nose landing gear 
ball screw drive assemblies on 

all of our C-5s and our mainte-
nance Airmen are working this 
hard,” he said. 

Klein stressed that Travis 
projects American power in a 
variety of ways, not only with 
airpower or rapid global mo-
bility.

Often, the power projected 
from Travis comes in the form 
of a promise, he said.

“It could be the promise 
that our KC-10s will be where 
and when we say they’re going 
to be to refuel five C-17s with 
more than 300 paratroopers in 
the back on a 6,000 mile jour-
ney from one continent to an-
other,” said Klein. “That prom-
ise is pretty important. It could 
also be a long-term promise 
like providing care for our vet-
erans and their families. Not 
everybody can do that. David 
Grant USAF Medical Center 
does it every day.”

During the event, Klein and 
Nichols also discussed interna-
tional threats, shared insight 
on professional military edu-
cation changes and details of 
the base’s response to a false 
report of an active shooter in 
July. 

Klein
From Page 5

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase

special surprise for their chil-
dren with the help of Opera-
tion Care and Comfort, which 
contacted Six Flags to do this 
event.

“I was talking with my sis-
ter and then I saw my dad and 
I was crying,” said Jacob Jr. “I 
had no idea.”

He wasn’t sure what he and 
his dad would be doing over 
the next few weeks, maybe play 
video games.

“I think I’m taller than my 
dad now,” he said.

“This was for the kids,” 
said Kristen Thomas. “Not us. 
We’re going to hang out at the 

park today, then I go back to 
work tomorrow.”

This was the first time Six 
Flags Discovery Kingdom has 
done a surprise homecoming 
for a military family. Everyone 
felt a bit teary-eyed seeing the 
family united again. The crowd 
gave Thomas a few hearty 
cheers of welcome before the 
family sat down to watch the 
show.

“This was a great moment. 
I really appreciated being able 
to help out,” said Marc Merino, 
a supervisor at Six Flags. “The 
kids really had no clue what 
was happening here.”

Afterward, dad held his lit-
tle girl in his arms and they all 
went to enjoy the evening to-
gether as a family.

Return
From Page 5

Daily Republic photo/Josh Redsun

Tech. Sgt. Jacob Thomas, right, and his 7-year-old daughter hug Aug. 6 at 
Six Flags Discovery Kingdom in Vallejo, Calif.
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think of her family’s sacrifice 
and I’m reminded of a hot July 
day 21 years ago, when 12 of my 
wingmen and seven other Air-
men died in the Khobar Towers 
bombing in Saudi Arabia. These 
memories forever remind me 
the stakes are high and the sac-
rifice real when we step up to the 
plate in this game.

Some may question if our ef-
forts are making a difference af-
ter three years fighting. I have 
no doubts. I’ve watched my Air-
men pummel ISIS into a rem-
nant of its former self, unable to 
focus because of a daily forecast 
of punishing airpower that has 
played a decisive role at reclaim-
ing 27,000 square miles – nearly 
80 percent of the territory ISIS 
once controlled in Iraq and 60 
percent in Syria.

For the thousands of innocent 
civilians still suffering at the 
hands of ISIS, they can be con-
fident knowing they have a for-
midable force in their corner in 
America’s Air Force and the co-
alition airmen I command. 

Today marks three years 
since we delivered our first blow 
against ISIS. We’ve learned a 
lot and have them on the ropes. 
We owe our best performance, 
not only to our joint and coalition 
partners courageously carrying 
the fight on the ground, but to 
those who have perished at the 
hands of a heartless enemy in 
attacks around the globe, from 
London to Paris to Egypt. This is 
why American and coalition air-
power will continue to annihi-
late ISIS and prevent them from 
fighting another day.

Harrigan
From Page 2

International teams work-
ing with ground forces will 
also provide force protection 
during the sustainment phase. 
The Number 2 Squadron Roy-
al Air Force Regiment, one of 

the international teams, will 
provide airfield security for 
the 621st CRW. 

“They are force multipli-
ers,” said Wagner. “They’ve 
been very involved and have 
shown how capable they are 
as our partners.” 

International teams will 
remain integrated during 

the 500-plus flights that were 
planned in support of Mobility 
Guardian, said Wagner. Dur-
ing the sustainment phase, 
aircraft will continue to de-
liver materials to support the 
ground forces’ humanitarian 
efforts, but the air operations 
are expected to become more 
difficult. 

“We’ve been airdropping 
an incredible amount of equip-
ment to some of the displaced 
humanitarian relief opera-
tions” said Wagner. “Now it 
mostly focuses on getting ad-
vanced tactical training for 
our aircrews. When we’re 
done with that, we can start 
heading home.” 

Phase two
From Page 4

missions highlighted our need 
to train with coalition forces 
under combat conditions. We 
have also upgraded some of 
our equipment in order to be 
successful in an austere envi-
ronment – lighter, leaner, and 
more effective.”

During most exercises, 
the CRG is required to simu-
late aircraft operations. Some-
times relying on pallets placed 

on semi-trucks to simulate mo-
bility aircraft.

The airlift in this exercise is 
unprecedented, Hall said. The 
CRG rarely test their maxi-
mum mission capability; at 
Mobility Guardian the team 
can finally put the Airmen to 
the test.

Before the CRG arriv-
al here, the U.S. Army’s 82nd 
Airborne Division and 62nd 
Medical Brigade exercised a 
forcible entry training scenar-
io where they seized the air-
field and held it until the arriv-
al of the ABO team. 

“Seldomly do we get the 
opportunity to train with the 
Army on the transition be-
tween seizure forces and air 
base opening, which is unfor-
tunate because it is the most 
challenging,” Hall said. “The 
opportunity to train to this 
phase of operations is a huge 
benefit. It tests our ability to 
communicate effectively with 
joint forces, ensuring com-
mand relations are understood 
and the joint mission is accom-
plished.”

Mobility Guardian is 
the most realistic mobility 

training in a dynamic environ-
ment focusing on all four AMC 
core competencies; airlift, air 
refueling, aeromedical evacu-
ation and air mobility support.

“I’m excited for our Air-
men,” said U.S. Air Force Col. 
Justin Niederer, 821st CRG 
commander and the senior air-
field authority here. “Our Air-
men get the opportunity to 
showcase their capability in a 
similar terrain and environ-
ment as the one they operated 
in during their recent missions 
to Mosul, Iraq, and Kobani, 
Syria.” 
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block partyTravis rocks out with …

1) a child 
climbs the 
rock wall 
aug. 4 at 
the rock 
the block 
Festival 
at travis 
air Force 
base, calif. 
patrons 
were 
treated to 
a variety 
of events 
to include 
live bands, 
a kids’ fun 
zone and 
food trucks. 
2) a child 
plays inside 
a giant 
hamster ball 
aug. 4 at the 
festival.

3) Family and service 
members attend the rock 

the block Festival aug. 4 
at travis air Force base, 

calif. Numerous food 
trucks were on hand in 

front of the Delta breeze 
club. 4) a musician sings 

and plays guitar during 
the festival. Numerous 

musicians performed 
throughout the afternoon, 

including Mobility, the 
U.S. air Force band of the 
Golden West rock group.

1 2

3 4

U.S. Air Force photos by Louis Briscese
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